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Issue No 21 - 7 December 2018

Message from the Principal

Commencement of 2019 School Year

In 2019, the school office will be open the day after the Australia Day 

holiday for general enquiries from Tuesday, 29 January. Term 1, 2019 

commences for students on Monday, 4 February.

The 2019 class lists will be displayed on mobile display boards in 

the central courtyard from 1.00pm-4.00pm on Friday, 1 February. 

In the event that parents/caregivers are unable to get to school 

between 1.00pm-4.00pm, please consider other options e.g. 

making arrangements with another parent to take note on their 

behalf or to take a photo of the class list and send it through via 

SMS, put through a phone call or send an email to the office.

However, I would like to remind parents/caregivers that these 

class structures are always temporary arrangements for the first 

few weeks of the school year until School Census is complete. 

Consequently, there may be a need to alter the proposed 

structure to cater for arriving/departing students early in the 

school year. Please do not mark any items of personal equipment 

with the teacher’s name or room number as these are subject to 

confirmation. Parents/caregivers will be informed early in the year 

via the school newsletter, a Smartlink message, email and/or 

letter home once classroom arrangements have been confirmed 

for the 2019 school year.



Congratulations 

Jessica and William
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COMING EVENTS

Semester 2 Reports go 

home- Monday,              

10 December

Year 6 Graduation- 

Thursday, 13 December

Last day for students- 

Thursday, 13 December

School office opens for 

2019 - Tuesday,             

29 January- Friday,          

1 February 2019

Term 1, 2018 commences 

for students- Monday 4 

February 2019

Quote of the fortnight

Our constant entertaining 

of children robs them of 

2019 anticipated numbers and 2019 staffing 

and class structures

Thank you to all members of the school community for tending to the 

Student Enrolment Survey at the start of the term. Based on the 

information we have collected; it appears that our total school 

population for the commencement of the 2019 year will be around 630. 

At this stage, we will commence the school year with a 27 class 

arrangement from Kindy-Year 6. However, as stated above, this will be 

subject to change depending on student arrival and departure.

Unfortunately, as a consequence of a drop in student numbers across 

the school and permanent staff returning to Maylands Peninsula PS in 

the new year, at this stage, a number of staff will not be with us for the 

commencement of the school year for a range of reasons. As such, I’d 

like to thank and acknowledge the efforts of Mrs Helen Betteridge 

(PP3), Mrs Sharon Hill (PP5), Mrs Eleanor Costello (JB3) and Miss 

Tessa Alver (M1). On behalf of the school community, I would like to 

thank all these individuals for their contribution to our school and wish 

them well for the years ahead. On a more positive note, I’d like to 

welcome back Mrs Rebecca Jonsson (JA3), Mrs Sheila Eftos (M5) and 

Ms Amy Kinnersly (JB1) who are returning to school staff after Parental 

Leave. Mrs Rushton and Mrs Threlfall will also increase their work 

fraction in 2019, so we look forward to seeing them around the school 

more often. I would also like to welcome Miss Sonja Nugent and Miss 

Siobhan Swadling who will be joining our staff for the first time in 2019.

Outlined in the table below are the proposed class structures that we 

will begin the year with. As stated above, I would urge all 

parents/caregivers to refrain from marking items of personal 

equipment until classroom arrangements have been confirmed.

2019 Proposed Class Structures (27 classes)



the ability to entertain 

themselves.

P&C CONTACTS:

Main email:

pac@mpps.wa.edu.au

Canteen email:

canteen@mpps.wa.edu.au

Canteen orders:

Our Online Canteen

Messages for the Canteen 

or the P&C can be placed 

in class canteen baskets.

SCHOOL ETHOS

We at Maylands Peninsula 

Primary School are 

committed to:

Encouraging students to 

be successful learners. 

The principles of 

developmental learning. 

Life-long learning and 

reflective practices. 

Developing attitudes and 

values of care and 

concern for self, others 

and the environment. 

Maintaining a safe 

environment for all. 

Building partnerships with 

students, parents and the 

community.

SPONSORS

Harcourts Integrity

John Caputo

0433 158 384

Contact the Pro Shop on 

9370 3211

Richard and Sandy Catlin

School Board Report

The annual School Board Open Meeting commenced with a 

presentation from our Student Councillors who had been invited to 

share their insights. Ella Emmett, Jens Crosbie, Duke Secco and 

Grace Wilson-Clark spoke of their experiences of being Student 

Councillors and answered a range of questions regarding their role this 

year. The Board were impressed by their candour. Thanks to these 

students for their input.

Mr Paul Andrijich highlighted the work of our Parents and Citizens 

group (known as the “P&C”). This steadfast bunch raised an incredible 

$20,000 to support the school this year – in addition to keeping the 

Uniform Shop and Canteen running – this is a great achievement!

Mrs Narelle Alver took the Board through the 2018 NAPLAN data and 

Operational Plans for 2019. She explained the process used by staff to 

identify areas of strength as well as skills requiring further attention. 

The data showed that students who stay at MPPS for the entirety of 

their Primary years make excellent progress in all learning areas.

Mrs Alver also showed the Board the results of the 2018 Community 

Survey in which students, staff and parents participated.  Sport, 

maintenance and playground equipment were mentioned as items that 

could be improved. The supportive, caring and friendly environment 

were frequently mentioned as qualities people like most about our 

school.

Following on from previous meetings Mrs Meena Manjunatha and Mr 

Alan Benn each shared a summary of their interests, expertise and 

relevant experiences that they bring to the Board. Meena went first and 

shared that prior to joining MPPS as a "Special Needs" Education 

Assistant in 2012, she worked as a teacher for six years in India. 

Meena’s fluency in five languages allows her to interact within multiple 

communities and often comes in handy at school. We then heard from 

Alan that he obtained a degree as an electrical engineer and has long 

held an enthusiasm for the environment. Alan volunteers for a variety 

of groups including Environment House, Ed Connect, Men of the Trees 

and Maylands Yacht Club. Alan is qualified to conduct water and 

energy audits and has done so for many schools including ours. It was 

good to learn more about these two Board members.

Paul then thanked Mimi Secco and I for our time and contributions to 

the Board. We were each presented with a china mug with the school 

emblem on it as a keepsake. Paul acknowledged the contribution of 

Erin Gisborne, who was unable to attend in person. Mimi and I thanked 

Paul in return.

It was then my turn to give a report and I spoke about having very 

much enjoyed my time on the Board and for being a part of what 

happens here at Maylands Peninsula PS. The school has been 

fortunate to have a long-standing and highly capable leadership team 

as well as an unwavering group of dedicated teaching and office staff. I 

feel that this has made life very easy for the Board since its inception.
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It was soon time to seek a new Board Chair. I nominated Peter Klinger 

for the position and he graciously accepted. Peter was unanimously 

elected. I’m so glad to be handing the role to Peter who brings a great 

enthusiasm and a fresh approach to the post.

Thanks to all of our 2018 Board Members: Lisa Baker, Alan Benn, Dr. 

Michelle Streipe, Erin Gisborne, Mimi Secco, Peter Klinger, Faye 

Burnaby, Eleanor Costello, Meena Manjunatha and Ex Officio 

Members: Narelle Alver, Megan Mohr and Paul Andrijich for your 

ongoing care and efforts to keep our school thriving.

Thank you and best wishes to all for a safe and happy summer holiday 

ahead.

Rosemary Lynch

School Board Chair

Semester 2 Reports- Monday, 10 December

Semester 2 reports will be sent 

home via email next Monday, 10 

December. Please take the time 

to go through the report(s) with 

your child(ren) to discuss the 

grades and comments allocated 

by staff. A reminder that if 

parents/caregivers wish to make 

an appointment with your child’s 

classroom teacher/specialist 

teacher to discuss the contents of 

the report in more detail, to 

approach the staff member 

directly or arrange an 

appointment via Mrs Millar or Mrs Tippett in the office.

Thank you

As this is our final newsletter of the year, on behalf of the staff and 

students of Maylands Peninsula Primary School, I would like to thank 

the many individuals who have helped make our school a great place- 

staff, students, parents/caregivers, P&C members, volunteers and 

extended family members.

I would like to particularly acknowledge the efforts of the P&C in 2018. 

Close to $20 000 has been passed onto the school to purchase a 

range of resources and services for the school. These include Digital 

Technology resources, iPads, Mathletics and Reading Eggs 

subscription, Year 6 Camp buses, Talk 4 Writing kits and Pre-primary 

outdoor resources to name a few.

To our Year 6 students and other families moving on to new schools, 

we wish you all the very best, for not only next year, but the many 



years to come. I hope you have a relaxing festive season and a happy 

and safe New Year.

Other Newsletter Items

JA3 and JB2 Assembly

Thanks to Ms Burnaby’s JA3 class and Miss Keating’s JB2 class for 

hosting the last class assembly for the year. The ‘Pig the Pug’ inspired 

performance was amazing. The recitation of the book, the singing and 

the dancing was a delightful way to end the school year.  It was also 

great to see our Pre-primary students join us for the final assembly of 

the year as part of their transition into the ‘big school’.

Book Award winners



Congratulations to the 2018 Book Award winners that were recognised 

at this morning’s Book Award assembly. The list of the winners for 

each room is listed in the tables above and below.





2019 Student Councillors

At this morning’s assembly, 

we announced our 2019 

Student Council team. I would 

like to congratulate our 2019 

Student Councillors- Ashleigh 

Bolton, Kai Kabugua, Samson 

Pozzi and  Alysha Trinh. On 

this note, I would like to 

acknowledge our outgoing 

Student Councillors- Ella Emmett, Grace Wilson-Clark, Duke Secco 

and Jens Crosbie for their fine efforts this year. Well done and best 

wishes to all.

Year 6 Graduation- Thursday, 13 December

All preparations are in place 

for the Year 6 Graduation 

being held on Thursday, 13 

December in the Assembly 

Area starting at 8.45am. Ms 

Turvey, Mrs Pitsonis, Mr Sollis 

and Miss Wyatt and all our 

Year 6 graduands have been 

hard at work in preparation for 

the event. I look forward to 

seeing many members of our 

school community out in 

support.

Congratulations Jessica and William



Last Friday, Mrs Melanie English, Deputy Principal at John Forrest 

Secondary College, visited our school to present Year 7 scholarships 

to Jessica Nguyen (S2) and William Ho (S3). Along with a number of 

students from across a range of primary schools in the greater 

Morley/Bayswater/Maylands area, Jessica and William sat a 

scholarship test earlier this term. As a consequence of their efforts, 

both Jessica and William were fortunate to win a scholarship to the 

amount of $600.00, which will be used to purchase text books, 

uniforms and cover course fees for 2019. Well done, Jessica and 

William.

Year 4-6 Swimming Carnival

After the heatwave conditions 

we experienced on Monday, 

the cooler change that 

coincided with our Year 4-6 

Swimming Carnival at 

Bayswater Waves was most 

welcomed. Congratulations to 

all our students who took great delight in the variety of events during 

the morning. Thanks to the many parents/caregivers who came along 

in support. I would also like to thank Mrs Trend and Ms Wyatt for 

making the arrangements for the carnival as everything went off 

without a hitch. The final scores were: 1st- Venville- 346 points, 2nd- 

Ferguson- 181 points, 3rd- Brearley- 150 points and 4th- Hardey-  126 

points.



Road Safety

We had a concerned member 

of our school community 

make contact with the school 

earlier this week in regards to 

two very ‘close calls’ with 

some of our students who 

were making their way to 

school. In the first incident, 

two young students stepped 

out in front of a car making its 

way down Kelvin Street, and if 

it wasn’t for the quick reaction 

of the driver, one of the 

students would have been hit. In the other incident, another young 

student, this time travelling on a bike to school, narrowly avoided being 

hit as they tried to dart across the road. Staff have reminded students 

about road safety, but it would also be wise to discuss this with your 

children at home.

Burrendah PS visit

On the 23 November, S1 

hosted their pen pals from 

Burrendah Primary School for 

a day filled with fun activities.

This all started back in Term 2 

when we were starting to write 

letters to other students our 

age we didn’t even know 

existed. We did this rotation 

for a couple of months, then 

we began emailing them through our Department emails. It was great 

getting to know them and seeing all the things we had in common.

Then came the day we had our pen pals come to our school for the 

day. We started off the day with a warm greeting and getting to know 

them whilst having a recess which Ms Turvey provided for us.

From recess to lunch we took part in a variety of team games and 

collaborative challenges in which we had to communicate and work 

together or we would make no progress. These include newspaper 

wheel, and bowling, just to name a few. After that we had a delicious 

multi-cultural lunch brought in by our class. After lunch we played 

another game and had 5 rounds of quiz questions, which again, we 

had to work as a team to complete. The winning teams were awarded 

prizes. The day had flown past so quickly and we found ourselves 

saying a sad goodbye to our pen pals. Many of us have vowed to stay 

in touch and keep each other updated as we move into our respective 



high schools.

Helene and Jaime  S1

Chaplain’s Chat

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Christmas appeal this 

year. We had a fabulous turnout with many generous donations. Also, 

I’d like to give a big shout out to Miss Wong’s M5 class and all their 

hard work organising, collecting, tallying and sorting the donations! 

Because of your generosity, we were able to fill 10 hampers plus extra 

to go to the Salvo’s. Christmas will be that much merrier for many 

people because of your kindness and generosity – Thank You!

We also had our final Breakfast Club of the school year yesterday. We 

ended the year with a special pancake day, and had special visitors 

from the Food Bank as well. Thank you to all who participated and 

volunteered this year, making it a great way to start many a school day.

I wish all the school community a wonderful summer holiday and a very 

Merry Christmas!

Eva Johnson “Mrs. J”

School Chaplain



School Garden

A big THANK YOU from the school community to the Year 6 students 

who organised the school garden this year! There were many students 

who took a leadership role in planting, weeding and maintaining the 

garden beds. You even did some landscaping of the back area of the 

Senses Garden. The help of those who helped on and off was also 

appreciated. The organic herbs & veggies stall on assembly days 

always sold out and the produce was simply delicious!

Great to see young people working together as a team! We would also 

like to thank the Maylands Lions Club whose volunteers helped with 

some major clearing jobs.

Ms Wormuth

Chess Club Champion for 2018

Congratulations to Seth Alacs 

from Year 5 who won this 

year’s chess competition. 

Over Term 4, students who 

had played chess throughout 

the year were able to compete 

in the chess competition. After 

a few close matches along the 

way, Seth came out 

triumphant.

Thank you to Mr Jawid Dadarkar for helping me every Monday 

throughout the year.



Mrs Johnson

P & C News

P&C Christmas Sing-along- Friday, 7 December

Tonight’s the night. A 

reminder that gates open at 

5.30pm, so feel free to bring a 

picnic dinner and a blanket 

and enjoy an evening out with 

the family. The Sing-along will 

commence at 6.30pm and 

involve each year group 

taking to the stage to sing a 

song they have been 

practising all term.

We would ask that you please supervise your children as this is not a 

school event. Light refreshments will be on offer in the form of cold 

drinks, a Festive Food Stall, an ice cream van and a coffee van. 

Bakers can drop off their goodies at the stall from 5.00pm. Glow sticks 

will also be available to add to the holiday spirit.

We would love to see you there!

Can You Support Us?

The P&C Fundraising Committee are looking for sponsorship for our 

2019 fundraising events. We are aiming to run the following proposed 

events with sponsorship assistance:

Term 1

•             Family Movie Night

•             Easter Raffle

Term 2

•             Mother’s Day Raffle 

•             Lap-a-thon

•             Scitech Family Night 

Term 3

•             Father’s Day Raffle

•             Quiz Night- adults only

Term 4

•             Student Disco

•             Christmas Sing-a-Long

If you are able to assist or would like more information, please contact 

Mandy or Jess via email at fundraising@mpps.wa.edu.au.

Your sponsorship will help us to raise more funds for our children and 

school community.

Thank you!



MPPS P&C Fundraising Committee.

Canteen News

Last Day of Term is a Pie Day!

Even though the last day of term is a Thursday, the canteen will offer 

the Friday Pie Day menu. The online canteen menu has now been 

altered to let that happen. No burgers next week.

Thanks to Canteen Volunteers

This year our school has benefited greatly thanks to fantastic 

volunteers. Mums, Dads, Grandparents and ex students have come in 

this year to help. The canteen cannot break even without your help. 

Thank you Kate, Ginny, Hortense, Tina, Greg, Karina, Joasie, Ajay, 

Anchana, Nina, Pia, Tammie, Priya, Nelly,Tracey, Acacia, Felix, Divya, 

Heather and Mandy.

Watermelon Icy Poles

Our Summer addition to the menu, Watermelon wedges, have been a 

huge success. We sell out every week. It is such a good idea that we 

had to share it with you.

Cut your water melon into triangular wedges and insert a wooden 

popsicle stick into each piece. Place in a large container not touching 

each other and freeze. We take the required number out of the freezer 

10 minutes before they are needed to thaw slightly. They make a 

refreshing,  all natural icy pole and you'll never have too much 

watermelon that goes to waste.

Happy holidays everybody!!

Helen and Charlotte

Fantastic year of Fundraising

With the 2018 school year almost at an end, we would like to thank 

everyone who assisted at and participated in our P&C events this year. 

Our events included the Movie Night, Entertainment Book sales, Lap-a-

thon, cake stalls and Rollerdrome, with our final event being the 

Christmas Sing-a-long tonight. With the help of over 80 volunteers and 

some amazing student helpers throughout the year, we expect to have 

raised over $20,000 by the end of the year.

This year, funds raised have gone to items that include Kindy toys; Pre 

Primary outdoor play equipment; Year 1 learning resources, readers 

and Lego; Senior atlases and laptop storage units; an honour board; 

robotics/coding kits; the school Mathletics program; and the Year 6 

camp bus hire.

Our tireless Fundraising Convenor, Cate Abordi, is stepping down from 

the role, and we would like to thank her for the amazing job she has 

done over the past years. We are fortunate to have Mandy Tompkin 



and Jess DeBeaux picking up the reins, and they have some exciting 

events already planned for next year. We look forward to seeing 

everyone back in 2019!

Have a wonderful break, thanks.

Staff thank you morning tea.

On behalf of the school community, the P&C are putting on a thank you 

morning tea for our wonderful teachers and staff. If anyone can provide 

morning tea food items it would be appreciated, food can be dropped 

off before 9am Wednesday, 12 December in the staff room. Thankyou.

P & C Auditor

The P & C needs an auditor for 2019 to review the annual reports and 

prepare a statement. It will take about 6 hours and all training is 

provided.  You must have appropriate qualifications or experience in 

accounting, finance or auditing.

Please call P & C Treasurer, Mel on 0407 740 508 or email 

treasurer@mpps.wa.edu.au if you can help. 

Melinda Thomas

MPPS P&C

Community News

Helping Hands Maylands

Helping Hands Maylands offer a 

Vacation Care programme for 

students who attand our school. 

For further information or to book 

please visit the Helping Hands 

website here.

Mount Lawley Dental Therapy Centre

Mount Lawley Dental Therapy Centre will close on Tuesday, 18 

December for the holidays. Emergency dental treatment only is 

available between the hours 8.15am - 4.00pm on the following days:

Wednesday, 19 until Friday, 21 December @ Tuart Hill Dental Therapy 

Centre, ph 9344 1585.



Thursday, 27 December until Friday, 25 January @ Mt Henry  Dental 

Therapy Centre, ph 9313 0555.

Tuesday, 29 January until Friday, 1 February @ Hillcrest Dental 

Therapy Centre, ph 9271 7184

Should a dental emergency occur after hours or on a public holiday 

phone 1800 098 818 for information.

Mount Lawley Dental Therapy Centre will re open on Monday, 4 

February 2019.

Peninsula Farm-Tranby House

Peninsula Farm-Tranby House are looking for children to play the part 

of angels and other characters in the annual Christmas Carols 

pageant.  The carols are on Saturday, 15 December.  Please call Ann 

on 0438 435 577 for more information.
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