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At the Board’s meeting last week, our final one for this year, it was our pleasure to hear from 
some of the 2020 MPPS student councillors – Poppy Hale and Ethan Cook, with apologies 
from Deakin Stoute and Ben Tanner – about their experiences. 

Poppy and Ethan, in line with councillors from past years, talked of the invaluable lessons 
they learnt about organisation and time management but also about public speaking. And, of 
course, the joy of being leaders and earning the well-deserved respect of the student cohort.  

I don’t think it has sunk in yet for Poppy, Ethan, Deakin and Ben that they performed their 
roles as student councillors during COVID-19, a once-in-a-lifetime event that we will be 
talking about for decades to come with the rhetorical question “remember what you were 
doing when COVID-19 hit”. 

On behalf of the Board, I thank our councillors for the tremendous job they did this year, 
despite the extra pressures and disappointments brought about by COVID-19 – fewer 
assemblies, not as many events and excursions and a curtailed graduation ceremony in a 
few weeks’ time – and wish all the Year 6s the very best for their transition into high school 
in 2021. 

It has been a busy year for the Board, with six meetings held despite COVID-19. Of 
particular focus was the triennial all-of-school review that was carried out by reviewers from 
the Department of Education on 10 November. I was joined by P&C chair Kaylie Morphew 
and parent volunteer Raluca Alecsa in answering the reviewers’ questions under the banner 
of Relationships and Partnerships about how our school engages with the broader school 
community. This segment was just a small part of the overall presentation delivered to the 
reviewers by our principal Paul Andrijich and his team. While the School is yet to receive 
formal feedback, the informal response from the reviewers was very supportive. 

As I have written previously, the Board is focused on building a layer of strong engagement 
between MPPS and the broader school community. Our involvement with the all-of-school 
review was one such example of our engagement. I was also delighted In October to preside 
over the official opening of the new nature playground, which was made possible by the 
tremendous fund-raising efforts of our P&C and the generous contributions from local 
businesses and our local State and Federal parliamentarians, Lisa Baker and Patrick 
Gorman. And the Board will again be presenting the Commitment to Excellence Award at the 
Year 6 graduation ceremony on December 17. 

Also at last week’s Board meeting, we agreed to call an election for two additional parent 
representatives to join the existing three parent members on our Board, namely Jarrad 
Pozzi, John Kelly and myself. We have ample room under the MPPS terms of reference to 
expand the size over the board, which currently stands at 10. The objectives of adding two 
more parent representatives are to add further diversity and experience as well as to ensure 
a smooth transition as elected members retire when their three-year terms come to an end. 

The School will be providing more information about the election process and timetable early 
in 2021 and I hope there will again be a strong line-up of candidates. In the meantime, I 
would be delighted to answer any questions you have about the functions and roles of the 
MPPS Board. Please drop me a line at schoolboard@mpps.wa.edu.au. 



I want to take this opportunity to thank our Board members for their contributions and energy 
this year. Particularly, I would like to single out our community Board members, Lisa Baker, 
Michelle Striepe and Alan Benn, who so generously give their time to our school.  

A big thanks must also go to Mr Andrijich and his team for successfully steering us through 
COVID-19. 

This year sees the retirement from our Board of teaching staff representatives Meena 
Manjunatha and Faye Burnaby and the departure of Sheila Eftos as she embarks on 
parental leave. Thank you all for your efforts and dedication – I look forward to seeing you 
around the school grounds.  

I have no doubt our new teaching staff representatives from 2021 onwards – Mable Wong, 
Sandra Mrasic and Estelle McGuire – will make a similarly positive contributions to the 
Board. 

As we draw curtains on an unprecedented and challenging year, I wish all members of the 
MPPS community a joyous, relaxing and safe holiday period and a successful start into 
2021. 

Peter Klinger 

MPPS School Board Chairman 


