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School Board Chair Report- Monday, 16 March 
This year was always going to be a significant one for Maylands Peninsula Primary School as we prepare for 
the triennial Public School Review by the Department of Education, a process our Board is closely involved 
with. 

But like all of us in the School community, we did not anticipate the emergency of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the influence and impact it would have on the daily lives of all us at MPPS. 

The School’s priority focus, of course, is on the well-being of all students and staff, as well as ensuring a 
“business as usual” approach is adopted wherever possible to continue the learning experience that 
underpins our School. 

At our Term 1 board meeting on Monday we were updated by Mr Andrijich on the steps our School was 
taking with regards to COVID-19 and the advice and support MPPS was receiving from the Department of 
Education. 

Communication with all stakeholders – students, parents/caregivers, school staff or community members – is 
vital and the Board noted the strong efforts of Mr Andrijich and his leadership team to provide updates and 
advice whenever possible without creating a sense of panic. 

A global pandemic like COVID-19 represents unchartered waters for all of us and, to reiterate Mr Andrijich’s 
messages, the School will continue to follow the best advice of relevant health and education authorities. 

In the meantime, it is pleasing to see the School continue on its learning journey. 

The Board also had the opportunity on Monday to hear for the first time from this year’s group of student 
councillors – Poppy Hale, Ethan Cook, Ben Tanner and Deakin Stoute.  

Central to the councillors’ ambitions for 2020 was a desire to ensure MPPS is an environment where 
students care for each other. In addition, we heard about the councillors’ plans to introduce a book club, a 
students’-versus-staff soccer match, a handball tournament and a mural made of recycled materials by 
students. 

The councillors’ presentations again demonstrated to the Board our School’s ability to produce terrific young 
leaders who rightfully have earned the respect of all students to represent and guide them. The councillors, 
along with all leaders across all sections of the MPPS community, will play an important role this year as we 
learn to go about our school business in this COVID-19 pandemic environment and ensure we are 
nonetheless able to learn, grow and prosper.  

Our Board will continue to work closely with Mr Andrijich and his leadership team to assist the School 
wherever possible.  

Please also don’t hesitate to contact me at schoolboard@mpps.wa.edu.au if you would like to discuss a 
particular issue. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our School. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Peter Klinger 
MPPS School Board Chair 
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