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School Board Chair Report- Monday, 8 June 
Weather permitting, the Years 4-6 Cross Country Carnival will take place tomorrow. While I wish all 
children the very best and a flurry of personal best times, the carnival will also serve as a delightful 
reminder of how our school is almost back to normal following the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As the School Board discussed at its Term 2 meeting last week, full credit must go to our principal Paul 
Andrijich and his leadership team – in fact, the entire school staff and the students – for their application, 
adjustment and extra communications to get us through these unprecedented times. 

MPPS’ 12-person Board – comprising representatives from our parent community, teaching staff and 
community members including Lisa Baker, the State Parliamentary Member for Maylands – serves as a 
sounding board for Mr Andrijich and his team, plays an important role in maintaining MPPS’ high levels of 
governance and represents our school at certain events and functions.  

Back in March on the eve of the COVID-19 pandemic taking hold in Australia, the Board’s priority was to 
hear that the School had all the resources it needed to prepare for the class closure towards the end of 
Term 1 and the possibility of a period of remote or at-home schooling to begin Term 2. As things panned 
out, the WA Government decided that schools should reopen from the start of Term 2, a relief surely to 
many parents and students who were looking forward to returning to their classrooms. 

Pleasingly, there was an immediate high turnout of students who returned to the classroom and the extra 
cleaning procedures put in place have been a great success. The Board has also noted the extra efforts 
the School staff put into their COVID-19 preparations, including giving up their evenings and – in some 
cases – a significant part of the Easter holidays to prepare for remote-teaching of children. Even though 
remote teaching was largely not required, the Board wants to acknowledge all teachers’ huge effort and 
dedication. The Board has no doubt the skills and experience gleaned by our teachers as they prepared 
for remote learning will come in handy in other ways throughout the school year. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has also delayed the triennial all-of-school review by the Education Department, 
a process our Board was to have been closely involved with. The review was to have been held in May – 
a new date has not yet been set. The Board will continue to work with Mr Andrijich and his team to 
prepare for whenever the review is held. 

For some time now the Board has been discussing the School’s position in the fast-growing Maylands 
area. The student population has increased again this year and you would all be aware of the traffic 
challenges around the School, not to mention across the School’s catchment area including along 
Guildford Road. When MPPS was conceived in 2004, the expected student intake was 220 boys and 
girls. In fact, when the doors opened in 2004, the student population was 282. Today it is 662.  

What concerns the Board is ensuring MPPS has a voice in the discussions around planning for 
Maylands’s future – at a local, State and even Federal level – to ensure our School and its community 
continue to have the space and safety to grow and flourish. In addition to the MPPS campus, the 
discussion will need to include traffic impacts, the immediate neighbourhood and any requirements for on-
site afterschool care. 

The Board wants to make sure it can advocate for what is in the School’s best interest. This won’t happen 
overnight and I welcome any feedback, insights or suggestions you may have in relation to MPPS’ future 
needs. Of course, I would also be happy to discuss any aspect of the Board’s role within the MPPS 
community – just drop me a line at schoolboard@mpps.wa.edu.au. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our School. 
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